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[PHHE National Tnstitute of
Doll-Making at Lahore

is run by the gifted and
very talented Mr. Ahmad
Yar Khan. He is a master
at the art of doll making
and knows hundred dis-
tinct techniques of making
dolls. He is also adept at
teaching this art to his
students.

His students ~are from all
walks.of life said he, and though
—he enjoys teaching every stu-
dent, and thdugh his creative
needs are heing fulfilled, his
aim is not. His aim, he gsaid,
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was to popularise doll making
in the. country, and to teach -the :

art to poor mneedy ~women So
that they could supplement their
income'. . . , -

He said that he was not in a
position to teach them without
charging fees. His fee is fifty
rupees for -a seven-hour -course
where ' he also provides ‘the
materidals for msking dolls. At
the end of this course his stu-
dents know three distinet tech-
nigues’ in doll making,

Farly this ‘month Mr. Ah-

‘mad  Yar Khan was in Kara-
chi for-two weels and held . a

ten-day course in doll making.
At the end of if he held an
exhibition of the dolls made by
his " students. Some of the la-

dies -had also attended his pre- -

vious courses in Karachi. It wus
a- treat for adults and = children
to view this exhibition of neaut-
fully. made dolls. Each. seemed
perfect. in proportion, dress, and
expression, particularly the mai-

A grlnupv of Pakistani women produced a,,m‘lmb'_‘er of beautif ul dolls diring™5”10-day doll-
making course organised by the Pakistan-American Cultural Centre (PACC) August 4—I13

and conducted by Mr. Ahma,d

Yar Khan, Prncipal, National Schisol of Doll Making, Lahore.

" Hogpital,

den on the swing looked the
%a.icture of happiness at basant~
ime. e

Then there was the fruit girl,
the bangle vendor, and the wes-
tern bride who won the dfirst:
prize, theé replica of. the PIA -
air hostess who won a prize,
and the dancer. The first two-
prizes were won by Miss Ha-"
mida Mitha and Mrs. Vahidy:
I have never seen dolls with
such beauty and perfection in
the local market, ’

Mr. Ahmad Yar was initiated
into this art by his Japaness
Governesg in the days when he
knew only prosperity at Feroz-
pur. Since independence ha
has been teaching this art. He
has bheen- the representative in
many of the Government spon-
sored programmes and on his
visit to Afghanistan he felt that
they appreciated his art very
much and were keen on import-
ing from Pakistan dolls dressed -
in Afghan costumes.

But Mr. Ahmad” Yar said sup-
plying that demand was not
possible for him. I do feel that
some person of means should
pay for.the tuition of a dozewm
poor men and women and once
they were trained at the Na«
tional Doll-Making Institute he
ecould start exporting dolls and
earn foreign exchange.

At the National Institute ~of
Doll-Making on Empress Road,
Lahore, he and his wife alse
teach, besides doll making,
cooking, painting, etc. Mrs. Ah.
mad Yar Khan. was not too
much in favour of her hus-
band’s hebby in the beginning
but now, he laughed, “she gives
me whole hearted support.”

Their latest venture is a Doll
It is the first of iis
kind and_caters for dolls which
have sentimental value. I an=
quired if it received a good res.
ponse and was surprised to learn
that it has received liberal sup-
port from the many people who
had dolls which they wanted
mended, as they couldn’t bear
to part with them, and now for
the first time someone was able
to restore thelr dolls {o them.

Picture ghowg a section of the Doll Exhibit. ..



